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Upcoming Events 
 

EASR 2022 — University College Cork / ISASR 

UCC Study of Religions, with the support of ISASR, will 
host the 2022 conference for the European Association for 
the Study of Religions (EASR). Watch this space for more 
information on this exciting development! The proposed 
theme is ‘Freedom of Religion, States of Freedom’. In the 
year 2022, Ireland will commemorate the founding of the 
Irish Free State in 1922. It would be the aim of the 
conference to provide a forum for theoretical reflection, 
and presentations of empirical, historical, and 
methodological research that deals with religious modes 
of being, freedom to practice religion in different settings, 
freedoms within religious communities, and freedom from 
religion. Given the proposed theme, papers can also 
address political and societal aspects of the role of the 
State in religion and vice versa. 

Jewish and Hebrew Books in Marsh’s Library:  
A Symposium  (5 November 2019) 
A symposium exploring the Jewish and Hebrew books in 
Marsh’s Library, Dublin, and the social and cultural factors 
that led to this substantial collecting ending up in Dublin 
in the early modern era will be held in Marsh’s Library on 5 
November 2019. Free and open to the public. To register, 
contact Brad Anderson (brad.anderson@dcu.ie). 
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About Us 

The Irish Society for the Academic 
Study of Religions is an 
association of scholars and 
researchers devoted to the 
academic study of religions within 
Ireland and internationally. It is a 
forum for the critical, analytical 
and cross-cultural academic study 
of religions, past and present, and 
provides a space for scholarly 
activity across different disciplines 
and fields.  

https://isasr.wordpress.com/ 

Current ISASR 
Committee 

President: Alexandra Grieser, TCD 
School of Religion 

Secretary: Jenny Butler, UCC 
Study of Religions 

Treasurer: Brendan McNamara, 
UCC Study of Religions 

Publications Officer: Brad 
Anderson, DCU Theology, 
Philosophy, and Music 

Website Officer: Nadine Eckmann, 
Germany 

Hazel O’Brien, Waterford IT School 
of Humanities – Applied Arts 

Jonathan Kearney, DCU Theology, 
Philosophy, and Music 
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Dublin Conference on Manichaeism  
(18-20 October 2019) 

“Manichaeism in Egypt: The Medinet Madi Library after 
90 Years,” to be held at the Chester Beatty Library, 
Dublin, October 18-20, 2019. The Medinet Madi Library 
was one of the most spectacular manuscript discoveries of 
the Twentieth Century, including a number of the largest 
papyrus codices ever recovered from antiquity, and has 
had an enormous impact on Manichaean studies and fields 
such as ancient gnosticism. The texts were all of 
Manichaean authorship and written in Coptic ca. 400 A.D.  
The seven books have been split between Berlin and 
Dublin, with Alfred Chester Beatty purchasing 
approximately half the find in 1930. Here is a link to the 
CBL exhibition which contains a further link to the 
Conference with details about registration: 
https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/the-mystery-of-mani/ 
If anyone is interested in attending they should contact 
Prof. Jason BeDuhn: jason.beduhn@nau.edu. 

Digital Sacred Texts:  
Materiality, Performance, Theory  
(20-21 May 2020) 

A conference looking at sacred texts and the digital turn, 
with a particular focus on materiality, performance, and 
theory will be held at Dublin City University on 20-21 May 
2020. Call for papers now open. To register, contact Brad 
Anderson (brad.anderson@dcu.ie). 
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Member Publications 

• Gladys Ganiel, Unity 
Pilgrim: The Life of Fr 
Gerry Reynolds, CSsR 
(Redemptorist 
Communications, 2019) 

• James A. Kapaló, 
Inochentism and 
Orthodox Christianity: 
Religious Dissent in the 
Russian and Romanian 
Borderlands (Routledge, 
2019)  

• Peter Mulholland, Love’s 
Betrayal: The Decline of 
Catholicism and Rise of 
New Religions in Ireland 
(Peter Lang, 2019) [see 
pg. 5, below] 

• Alexandra K. Grieser 
and Jay Johnston,  eds., 
Aesthetics of Religion: A 
Connective Concept (de 
Gruyter, 2018) 

• Brad Anderson and 
Jonathan Kearney, eds., 
Ireland and the Reception 
of the Bible: Social and 
Cultural Perspectives 
(Bloomsbury, 2018)  

• Alicia Turner, Laurence 
Cox, and Brian Bocking, 
The Irish Buddhist: the 
Forgotten Monk who 
Faced Down the British 
Empire (Oxford University 
Press, 2020)

https://chesterbeatty.ie/exhibitions/the-mystery-of-mani/
mailto:jason.beduhn@nau.edu
https://www.dcu.ie/theology_philosophy_music/news/2019/Feb/Call-for-Papers-Digital-Sacred-Texts-Conference.shtml
mailto:brad.anderson@dcu.ie
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Project Report 
The Hidden Galleries ERC Project in its Third Year 
 

The European Research Council 
project Creative Agency and 
Religious Minorities: Hidden 
Galleries in the Secret Police 
Archives in Central and Eastern 
Europe (project no. 677355), or 
Hidden Galleries for short, is led 
by James Kapaló of the Study of 
Religions department at UCC and 
was launched in 2016. The project 
focuses on the material and visual 
p re s e n c e o f t h e re l i g i o u s 
underground in the secret police 
archives in three countries, 

Hungary, Romania and the Republic of Moldova. The project team of postdocs and PhD 
students (profiles can be viewed here http://hiddengalleries.eu/project-team/) have spent the 
last three years working in a range of archives searching for materials confiscated from religious 
communities or produced about them by the secret police. These materials have then formed 
the basis of the researchers’ engagement with the communities and individuals who had been 
targeted by the secret police.  

In March 2019, the project launched its Digital Archive, one of the key outputs of the project 
(http://hiddengalleries.eu/digitalarchive/s/en/page/welcome). The final stage of the project 
consists of a series of exhibitions 
curated by Gabriela Nicolescu and 
James Kapaló starting in the 
National Museum of Art in Cluj, 
Romania in October 2019, the 
exhibition will then be staged in 
Budapest at the Gallery of the 
Open Society Archives, in  UCC 
Library and finally in the Museum 
of Ethnography and Geography in 
Chișinău, Republic of Moldova. 
The exhibitions will feature stories 
and images from the Digital 
Archive as well as the personal 
tes t imonies o f members o f 
religious communities. You can follow the Hidden Galleries project on our website http://
hiddengalleries.eu/ and on Facebook and Twitter @hiddengalleriesERC. 
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News and Updates from the Society 
• ISASR Annual Meeting: The 2019 annual meeting was held on 11 

October in Trinity College Dublin, hosted by our President, Dr Alexandra 
Grieser. The conference theme was The Stuff of Religion – Senses, Matter 
and Technology in the Study of Religions, and included an engaging and 
thought-provoking keynote lecture from Professor Kim Knott (Lancaster).  
Other presenters on the day represented a wide range of higher 
education institutions across the island. Look for more details on the ISASR 
webpage. 

  

• Gladys Ganiel: The results of Gladys’s survey on the papal visit to Ireland can be found at the 
link below; keep watch for several publications planned for 2019. http://qpol.qub.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/Gladys-Ganiel-Paper-on-Pope-Francis.pdf 

• Jenny Butler: Jenny Butler successfully bid for the conference of the 
European Society for the Study of Western Esotericism "ESSWE8" to be 
hosted by the Study of Religions Department at University College Cork 
from 5-7 July, 2021. The theme will be 'Art, Creativity and Western 
Esotericism'. The conference will be hosted in collaboration with the Irish 
Network for the Study of Esotericism and Paganism (INSEP), a Regional 
Network of the ESSWE which Jenny Butler founded in 2015.   

• Brad Anderson: Brad was recently appointed as the editor of Postscripts: The Journal of 
Sacred Texts, Cultural Histories, and Contemporary Contexts (Equinox). 

4

http://qpol.qub.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Gladys-Ganiel-Paper-on-Pope-Francis.pdf
http://qpol.qub.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Gladys-Ganiel-Paper-on-Pope-Francis.pdf


ISASR  Autumn 2019

Publication of The Irish Buddhist 

Laurence Cox and Brian Bocking: March 2020 sees Oxford 
University Press publish “The Irish Buddhist: the Forgotten 
Monk who Faced Down the British Empire”, by past ISASR 
keynoter Alicia Turner (York U Toronto) and ISASR members 
Laurence Cox (Maynooth) and Brian Bocking (UCC). Based 
on a decade’s research, the book tells the story of this Irish-
born hobo and sailor who became a celebrity Buddhist 
monk in Burma in 1900. He had five aliases, hid 25 years of 
his biography, was tried for sedition, put under police and 
intelligence surveillance, faked his own death and eventually 
disappeared. Dhammaloka used western freethinking 
(atheist) arguments to challenge Christian missionaries on 
behalf of Buddhism and against empire – a logic familiar to 
the politics of anti-colonial religion in Ireland. The book uses 
his dramatic and unexpected life as a window into the 

complex interrelationships of religion, culture and power in the high imperial period, and the 
ways in which Ireland has long been part of a wider encounter between religions. Written for a 
wide audience but to rigorous scholarly standards, this book should help introduce students 
and others to the academic study of religions as well as being a fascinating story in its own 
right. 
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Fairy Lore & Landscapes Project  

The Fairy Lore & Landscapes Project is a comparative ethnographic research project led by Dr 
Jenny Butler, Study of Religions Department, University College Cork. The project comprises 
an exhibition, an ethnographic documentary, and a comparative study in the form of a book, 
and there are plans for an interactive database to be launched in the future. The project is 
housed in the Marginalised and Endangered Worldviews Study Centre at University College 
Cork. Different stages of the project have been funded by the Royal Irish Academy, the 
Ireland-Canada University Foundation, the Newfoundland-Ireland Partnership (Department of 
the Taoiseach), and by University College Cork’s College of Arts, Celtic Studies and Social 
Sciences Research Support Fund. 

 
The Fairy Lore and Landscapes Exhibition, curated 
by Dr Jenny Butler, was held at University College 
Cork’s Boole Library exhibition space from April 
through June 2019. The exhibition contained film 
clips and photographs from Dr Jenny Butler’s 
fieldwork in Ireland, Iceland and Newfoundland. 
The Fairy Lore and Landscapes Exhibition is part of 
Dr Jenny But ler ' s ongoing comparat ive 
ethnographic research project on traditions 
connected to fairies and how beliefs, legends and 
traditions are connected to landscapes. The project 
investigates this aspect of intangible cultural 
heritage in its connection to materiality and place, 
in relation to Ireland, Iceland and Newfoundland in 
Canada. The exhibition was opened by Deputy 
Lord Mayor of Cork, Cllr. Kieran McCarthy on 11 
April 2019 and the inaugural lecture of the project 
was given by Professor Diane Purkiss, Keble 
College, University of Oxford in University College 

Cork Library Creative Zone, on the topic of ‘Scary and Sexy Fairies: a Scottish Witch and the 
Fairy Queen of the Underworld’. Professor Purkiss’ lecture was presented by the Irish Network 
for the Study of Esotericism and Paganism (INSEP) and sponsored by the European Society 
for the Study of Esotericism and Paganism (ESSWE). Jenny Butler is the founder of the INSEP 
and an Officer of the Executive Board of the ESSWE (2019-2021). 

Project website: www.fairyloreandlandscapes.com  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pg/FairyLoreAndLandscapesProject/  

Twitter @fairylandscapes  
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ISSRNC Cork Conference Report  

The International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature and 
Culture’s “Religion/Water/Climate: Changing Cultures and 
Landscapes Conference” took place from the 13 June until 16 
June 2019 and was hosted by the Study of Religions 
Department at University College Cork. It was the first 
international, interdisciplinary event of its kind to be held in 
Ireland. Dr Jenny Butler was the local organiser of the 
conference alongside the ISSRNC Board of Directors, which Dr 
Butler was subsequently elected to by the ISSRNC membership 
as a Member-at-Large (to serve from 2019-2022). The ISSRNC 

organizing and programme committees were composed of 
Amanda Baugh, Whitney Bauman, Evan Berry, Jenny Butler, Chris Crews, David 
Haberman, Elaine Nogueira-Godsey, Michael Northcott, Sarah Pike, Kelsey Ryan-Simkins, 
Kristina Tiedje, and Robin Veldman. 

This was the first hosting of an ISSRNC conference in Ireland, 
and significantly for the field of study of religions, also was 
the first time a Special Conference of the International 
Association for the History of Religions (IAHR) was held in 
Ireland. The conference was opened by the President of the 
IAHR, Professor Tim Jensen and the President of the ISSRNC, 
Professor Mark Peterson. 

One of the most interesting aspects of the conference was its international perspective, 
bringing together over 120 colleagues from different continents and disciplines for 
valuable discussions on the theme of religion, water, nature and climate change. 
Delegates travelled from the United States, Colombia, the United Kingdom, and Mexico to 
join their Irish-based colleagues for invigorating and tough-provoking sessions on 
fundamental issues and crises affecting us all. The keynote speakers were supported by 
the ISSRNC, UCC Study of Religions Department and UCC’s Marginalised and 
Endangered Worldviews Study Centre (MEWSC). The conference was also generously 
sponsored by the IAHR and had marketing support from the Fáilte Ireland Conference 
Ambassador Support Programme and Cork Convention Bureau. The delegates were 
hosted at Cork City Hall for a reception with Cllr. Fergal Dennehy, Deputy Lord Mayor of 
Cork. The Forum for Religion and Ecology at Yale sponsored refreshments at the 
conference and Equinox Publishers sponsored a wine reception in the Aula Maxima on 
University College Cork’s historic campus.  

The keynoters brought much to the conference and are each high profile figures in the 
study of religions and their respective research areas intersect the nexus of religion, nature 
and culture. Dr Marion Bowman has worked in the Religious Studies department at The 
Open University since 2000 and is now a Guest Researcher at the University of Oslo, 

7

https://www.issrnc.org/
https://www.issrnc.org/
https://www.iahrweb.org/about.php
https://www.iahrweb.org/about.php


ISASR  Autumn 2019

Norway. Professor Siv Ellen Kraft is based in the Department of Archaeology, History, 
Religious Studies and Theology at the University of Tromsø in Norway and her research 
focuses on indigenous religions and environmental mobilizations. Professor Marianne Lien 
is based in the Department of Social Anthropology at the University of Oslo and her work 
work focuses on questions of consumption, production and marketing, with special focus 
on food and nutrition.  

The conference was multidisciplinary in focus and divided into a variety of interesting and 
exciting panels containing and impressive roster of presenters. The array of panels 
included much thematic diversity along the shared central themes: ‘Green Religions and 
Spiritual Ecologists: Empirical Insights from the Current Field of Sustainability and 
Religion’; ‘Religious Implications in Water Management’, ‘Religion and Environmental 
Resilience in the Anthropocene’, ‘Intersecting Art: Changing Religion, Nature and Culture’; 
‘Environmental Ethics’; ‘Holy Wells, Healing Waters, Pilgrimage’; ‘Indigenous Peoples and 
Climate Change’; ‘Unsettling Narratives of Climate Change: The Poetic, Imaginary, and 
Spirit of Living & Dying Together’; ‘Resources: Oil and Water’; ‘Pedagogy, Contemplation, 
and Engagement’; ‘Landscapes and Waterscapes’; ‘Indigenous Responses and 
Resistance’; ‘Apocalypse: Narrative and Culture’; ‘Art, Myth, and Metaphor’; ‘Rivers’; ‘Blood 
in the Water: Toxic Water, Toxic Bodies’, ‘Water, Conflict, and the Religious Roots of 
Resolution: Four Cases in the United States’; ‘Anthropological Understandings of Religion, 
Environment and Climate Change in the UK’; ‘What does nature love have to do with care 
for the planet?’; ‘Contemporary Pagan Cosmologies’; ‘Social Texts of Climate Skepticism’;, 
‘Reconceptualizing Water as Ground’; ‘Fueling and Resisting Petroculture: Christianity and 
Climate Change’; ‘Rethinking the Environmental Crisis: Textual and Historical 
Approaches’; ‘Negotiating Religious Participation in Environmental Activism’. 

Since the themes of the conference related to the environment, climate change, water and 
sustainability, the choice of University College Cork was significant due to its ‘Green 
Campus’ status. UCC was the first institution outside of North America to achieve a gold 
star rating from the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 
(AASHE) and UCC then joined Princeton, Cornell and UC Berkeley in receiving the highest 
standard, Gold ‘Sustainability Tracking Assessment and Rating System’ (STARS) for 
excellence in sustainability. In 2007, UCC students instigated a pilot Green Campus 
program, with the help of An Taisce, which would see the university become the first in the 
world to be awarded a Green Flag from the Foundation for Environmental Education.  

The ISSRNC presented a Lifetime Achievement Award for outstanding contributions to the 
study of religion, nature, and culture jointly to Mary Evelyn Tucker and John A. Grim, two 
foundational figures within the field of religion and ecology. They co-organised ten 
conferences on World Religions and Ecology at the Centre for the Study of World 
Religions at Harvard University in the latter half of the 1990s, a time when “religion” and 
“ecology” were coalescing into one interdisciplinary field. Ten volumes of collected works 
drawn from these conferences were published by Harvard University Press in Religions of 
the World and Ecology, a series edited by Tucker and Grim.  

— Dr Jenny Butler, Member-at-Large, ISSRNC Board of Directors 
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