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Institutional Affiliation: Assistant Professor for the Theory of Religion, School of Religion, 

Trinity College Dublin 

Biography:  

Alexandra Grieser is trained in the Academic Study of Religion; Modern Literature; and 

Rhetoric and Communication (University of Tubingen; Germany); she worked at the 

University of Bremen, the LMU in Munich and the University of Groningen (The Netherlands), 

and came to Ireland in 2014. Her main areas of research are: Methods and Theories in the 

Academic Study of Religion; the History of the Study of Religion (including its colonial, 

ideological and institutional aspects); European religious pluralism (including secularist world 

views); the history of knowledge, and the interaction between religion and other societal sub-

systems such as politics, art, literature and science. Historical focus: processes that led to 

“multiple modernities” in Europe, from the Enlightenment period to early Romanticism; 

“Religion from around 1800”. Approaches: Religion and Media, Materiality, Body and the 

Senses and - more systematically - the newly emerging approach of an “Aesthetics of 

Religion”. The approach is concerned with religion as a sensory practice (aisthesis) that 

cultivates and governs the body and the senses and creates religious ways of “world 

perception”. A Network programme was established to develop terms, concepts and methods; 

the sub-project was dedicated to the concept of an Aesthetics of Knowledge, focusing on the 

sensory forms by which human beings produce, impart, receive and authorize knowledge, and 

how they deal with what they do not know. Prof. Grieser is a founding member of a working 

group on the topic (AKRelAest, DVRW); and a member of a research network (ASToR.net), 

funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG; 2015 – 2018). Her recent work is concerned 

with a comparative approach to “New Universalisms - Global Aesthetics”, and with the 

conditions under which knowledge is produced, circulated, authorised and threatened in both 

religious and secular spheres. Her current project investigates the relationship between 

Religion, Science and New Technologies. 
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“Aesthetics of Knowledge” in, Anne Koch and Katharina Wilkens , The Bloomsbury Handbook 
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knowledge, Special Issue Approaching Religion, 7, 2, (2017). 

With Jay Johnston (eds), Aesthetics of Religion: A Connective Concept, Berlin and Boston, de 

Gruyter, 2017, 490pp Book, 2017  

“Blue Brains: Knowledge Formation and Aesthetic Ideologies between Religion and Science” 

in, Grieser, Alexandra and Jay Johnston, Aesthetics of Religion: A Connective Concept, Berlin 

and Boston, de Gruyter, 2017, pp237 – 270. 
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