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Alipoor, Javad 

 
US-Iran Relations in the Post-Revolution Era; Religious Perspectives 

Understanding nations’ foreign relations depends on analysing values and beliefs, which 
have a strong influence in shaping foreign policy behaviours. Generally, any belief system 
consists of various subsystems such as religion and ideology. According to constructivist 
theory of international relations, politics deals principally with values and ideas, which are 
differences among individuals and nations. Iran is a unique example that religion or 
religion-based perspectives play a key role in its foreign relations, particularly in relation 
to the US. This study attempts to examine the core religious elements of US-Iran 
relationship and their effects on the foreign policy of Iran towards the US and vice versa in 
the last three decades. The paper focuses on the Constitution of the Islamic government, 
thoughts, idea and statements of Islamic government’s leaders and high religious and 
political officials towards the US. In contrast, it seeks to find leading counterparts in 
America such as the Right Christian, Neo-Conservatism, and Christian fundamentalists 
that attempt to shape American foreign policy based on religious ideas. 

 

Allen, Will 

Working title: The 1954 Marian Year and Irish Folk Religion 

In 1954 Pope Pius XII ordered a Marian Year to be celebrated by the Catholic Church to 
commemorate the centenary of the declaration of the Dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception. The Marian Year was marked with yearlong celebrations and devotions in 
Ireland and what could be argued as an upsurge of ‘folk religion’. Across the country 
hundreds of roadside shrines and grottoes were erected and pageants, processions, 
novenas, pilgrimages and religious retreats were celebrated on a regular basis nationwide. 
Thousands gathered at local and national ceremonies to mark the religious year. The 
material dimension and ‘landscape’ of Irish folk religion was transformed by the Marian 
Year. This paper, which is partly based on interviews with those involved with the 
centenary celebrations in 1954, explores both the historical significance of the 1954 
Marian Year and its impact on Irish ‘folk religion’ and devotion to Mary. 

 

 

 

Atwal, Jyoti 

Margaret Cousins and ‘Hum of the Charkha’: Women, Theosophy and the National 
Movement in India  

This paper explores the complex relationship between the question of identity and 
women’s activism in colonial India. Margaret Cousins, a theosophist from Ireland came to 
India primarily only to accompany her husband James in 1915. Their host and mentor, 
Annie Besant, the president of the Theosophical Society in India, and also the first woman 
president of the Indian National Congress, despite differences with Gandhi, by 1917 
became one of the main nationalist leaders. Consequently she had a tremendous 
influence on Margaret and James, who found the Indian soil fertile for their ideas on 
political liberation through both rebellion and representation, to grow. While the couple 
successfully worked towards institutionalization of education, home industry (Swadeshi), 
and formation of women’s associations, yet Margaret retained the main technique of anti 
colonial protest of violating colonial ordinances and courting arrest. Having experienced 
jail as a suffragette in Dublin, she had remarkable endurance for such places and made 
friends with several nationalist Indian women.  

While the debate is on amongst the feminist scholars on whether nationalist activism also 
served the women’s cause, I would like to draw attention to the multidimensionality of 
women’s participation. I extend the argument that since Margaret was not part of the 
colonial structure (like her male counterpart in British army, hospitals, or missionaries 
etc), being part of the Theosophical society structure enabled Margaret to strategically 
position herself vis a vis the colonial state, nationalist  activists and women’s agenda. It is 
interesting to note how she could combine her world of literature and music with her 
political activism. Her moderate politics of representation and demand for voting rights 
for women from the colonial state can perhaps be explained by her association with 
suffragettes in London and also the fact that her father was a Unionist who was a clerk of 
petty sessions at Boyle (Co. Roscommon).    

In the light of this paradigm, this paper will discuss her engagement with the Indian 
women’s voting rights campaign, founding Women’s Indian Association and All India 
Women’s Conference; her contribution to giving music to the nationalist ‘morning song’ 
by Rabindranath Tagore in 1919; her becoming a magistrate at a court in Madras; her 
being arrested in 1932 for defying a government ordinance and her life in jail for one year.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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Bocking, Brian and Laurence Cox 

Rewriting the history of UK Buddhism: the first London Buddhist Mission of 1890 

The 1908 return to London from Rangoon of Ananda Metteyya (Allan Bennett) is 
commonly regarded as the first Buddhist mission to the UK. The Buddhist Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland (BSGBI) was founded in 1907 in anticipation of Bennett’s arrival, while 
the Buddhist Lodge of the Theosophical Society and the British branch of the Maha Bodhi 
Society emerged in London much later in the 1920s. However, documents newly 
discovered in connection with research into the forgotten ‘Irish Buddhist’ U Dhammaloka 
(?1856-?1913) reveal that another Irish-born Buddhist, ‘Captain’ Charles J. W. Pfoundes 
(1840-1907), anticipated the BSGBI by nearly two decades, spearheading a London 
Buddhist mission from 1890. Pfoundes’ mission, based in Westminster, was the first 
foreign outpost of the Kyoto-based ‘Buddhist Propagation Society’ (Japanese name: Kaigai 
Senkyōkai  or ‘Overseas Mission Society’). Pfoundes’ London mission long predated even 
the pioneering 1899 Japanese Buddhist mission in San Francisco.  In this paper we ask why 
Pfoundes’ London mission has been omitted from the conventional history of UK 
Buddhism and we explore what is now known of the Buddhist Propagation Society’s 
mission in two separate but interconnected contexts: (1) the intensely active and diverse 
world of plebeian self-education and public meetings which Pfoundes had engaged in 
throughout the 1880s; and (2) the activities of the modernising and globally-oriented Pure 
Land Buddhists of late 19th century Japan who directed their missionary initiatives not 
only to London and (later) San Francisco but also to Singapore, Australia, the Philippines, 
China and Siam. 

 

Bowman, Marion 

Ireland in Glastonbury: Brigit comes home  

This paper explores the early 20th century and contemporary connections perceived to 
exist between Ireland and Glastonbury (‘epicentre of New Age in England’), and in 
particular between Brigit and Glastonbury.  The cumulative assumptions and assertions 
arising from Glastonbury’s early Christian history, the late 19th century/ early 20th century 
Celtic Revival, Alice Buckton’s 1914 pageant play ‘The Coming of Bride’,  and the 
‘reclaiming’ agenda of the Goddess  movement in Glastonbury have served to connect 
Ireland and Glastonbury in creative ways, resulting in distinctive and significant beliefs, 
rituals and material culture. 

 

Bruce, Jim 

In what language should we pray? The unexpected consequences of the Second Vatican 
Council’s Decree on the Sacred Liturgy 

The introduction of the vernacular into the Roman Catholic liturgy, in the immediate 
aftermath of the Second Vatican Council, posed a unique challenge for the Irish Church. 
The Irish Constitution recognised both English and Irish as official languages. However, 
English was the most widely spoken and understood of the two. Nevertheless, Irish-
language enthusiasts lobbied successfully for their needs to be met through the provision 
of Masses in Irish, even in parishes where there was no substantial Irish-speaking 
community. This little known episode of recent Irish history has received virtually no 
attention from academic historians, even though it pertains to two key pillars of Irish 
culture: nationalism and religion. Drawing upon documents held in the Dublin Diocesan 
Archive, this paper argues that, by agreeing to the demands of a small but vocal minority, 
Archbishop John Charles McQuaid frustrated the Vatican Council’s objective of making the 
liturgy more accessible. The result, for many English-speaking Catholics in his archdiocese, 
was a Mass said in a language that was just as incomprehensible as the Latin it replaced. 

 
Butler, Jenny 

Fairy Trees and Holy Wells as sites of Nexus between different Popular Religious Traditions 

Hawthorn or “fairy tress” and holy wells named for saints feature prominently in Irish folk 
religion. These locations on the landscape act as focal points for ritual activity related to 
traditional religious worldviews. They also are the sites of ritual expression of neo-pagan 
belief-systems. This paper explores the importance of these two site types as loci for both 
the popular religious practices of the past and the retention of this strand of vernacular 
practice in contemporary times, as well as their significance for modern-day pagan 
practices. Some elements of folk belief and practices connected with such sites have been 
retained in neo-pagan belief-systems while other beliefs have been reinterpreted. 
Attention is paid to the relationship between the traditional and the modern 
interpretations of these places, which are sometimes at variance. Drawing on both 
historical accounts of beliefs, legends and practices connected to these site types, and 
ethnographic research on the contemporary Irish Pagan community, holy wells and fairy 
trees are examined as connection-points between different religious worldviews. 

 

 



4 
 

de Cleir, Síle 

Reinforcement and resistance: the challenge of studying folk religion in a mid-twentieth 
century Irish city 

It is possible to see the word ‘folk’ as indicating a group of people who share a common 
identity and a strong sense of themselves as a cultural and social unit distinct from other 
groups. If this is taken as the basis of our concept of ‘folk’, the challenge in studying ‘folk 
religion’ is to see how the beliefs and behaviours of groups such as these are related, 
firstly, to the major world religions in which they may be participants; secondly, to 
localised versions of national and international religions; and thirdly to belief systems 
outside of these. 

In this paper, I will explore the religious experience of Limerick city people in the years 
between 1925 and 1960. Limerick was at the time an intensely Catholic city, with the 
strong element of clerical social control over people’s lives that we have come to expect 
in Irish communities during this period. Aspects of folk culture, including that of identity,  
at both local, parish level, and at city level, can be seen as a crucial factor in the 
interactions of Limerick people with Catholicism at this time. The use of a discourse of 
identity in the promotion of official devotions is one important aspect of this; another, 
contrasting, one is the use of verbal formulae, jokes and humorous reinterpretations of 
religious texts as a form of resistance to the intensity of official religious culture. Other 
aspects are also of interest: the relationship between oral tradition and popular religious 
culture, for instance, along with the connections between ritual activities and a strong 
sense of locality.  

Based on my own ethnographic research in the city, I will briefly discuss areas such as this 
and then consider the question of how folk identity / traditional culture can be seen to 
reinforce official religion on the one hand, and to resist and challenge it, on the other. 

 

Cuda, Emilce 

Catholic Irish Influences on American Democracy in the 19th Century looking at the 
Migrant Workers, A View from Latin American Theology 

Democracy in Latin America is shifting to more dialogue with the masses and less dialogue 
with the Church. regarding the social and the political if it wishes to accompany the 
changes of the people. This challenge can be approached on a mere theoretical-
theological basis, or it can take into account those political and historical examples of 
similar contexts that can illuminate current processes. In my view, this new scenario of 

emerging democracies in Latin America can look to the 19th century United States 
Catholic Church for an example of historical theological interpretation and adaptation, to 
similar circumstances in our time. This becomes relevant, in turn, not only to the 
theological-pastoral but also to the political, if you consider the self-determination the 
Irish Church assumed as social actor against the emergence of liberalism as a new social, 
political and economical form in America -a very different form , by the way, than the one 
taken by Rome at that time-, and if you consider the Church’s social repositioning as a 
defender of the civil and social rights of migrant workers, mostly Irish Catholics, 
identifying them as the People of God in America. 

Cullen, John 

Pagans in the Irish Print Media: A tropological analysis; 1900-Present 

In the week preceding the International Eucharistic Congress in 2012, the Irish Times ran a 
series of articles titled ‘My Faith’ where individuals reflected on their relationship with 
Roman Catholicism. In one, a lapsed Catholic commented on her time in a convent school 
as follows: ‘And I didn’t like all the paganism: worshipping statues, using holy oil, making 
sacrifices. If you want to be a pagan, be a pagan, but don’t borrow or steal their practices’. 
Comments like this might be indicative of a general lack of awareness about Paganism and 
eco-spiritualities and/or nature-religions. The usage of the term ‘Pagan’ is particularly 
interesting in the Irish context, as it has been variously used to refer to ‘un-Irish’ activities 
by various religious and political interests, despite other groups claiming that Paganism is 
Ireland’s ‘indigenous’ faith. This article will analyse how the trope ‘Pagan’ has been 
presented in newspaper over the formative years of the modern Irish state to the present 
in order to identify the various ways in which it has been used to construct an imagined 
community and the social and political reasons for this. The paper will presents findings of 
the analysis and suggest avenues for further investigation. 

 
 
Delaney, Des 

Perceptions of Recognition: The Experience of Sunni Muslims in Dublin 

By utilising Axel Honneth’s recognition-theoretic framework alongside empirical data, this 
research aims to understand how individuals from the Sunni Muslim community living 
within the Republic of Ireland’s [ROI] capital city, Dublin, perceive how they are 
recognised within four distinct intersubjective arenas of everyday life - within the family, 
the community, the legal and societal spheres. The above aim is of interest in that it is an 
attempt to gain a better understanding of the recent transition the ROI has made from 
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being a predominantly homogenous society to one of increasing religious and cultural 
heterogeneity and plurality. Furthermore, this chapter aims to provide further insights 
into the perceptions of a relatively understudied minority population and to develop a 
better understanding of the interaction between recognition spheres. Methodologically, 
the empirics are based on twenty-five qualitative semi-structured interviews. The findings 
from this research are that although perceptions of nonrecognition exist within each 
particular intersubjective arena of interest, the majority of interviewees perceived 
recognition as being fulfilled within the first three spheres; however, the fourth arena – 
the societal sphere - has been empirically verified as the location in which pathologies of 
disrespect are most evident, particularly in relation to societal discrimination and media 
representation. 

 

Dempsey, Leon 

Islam in Ireland: Building a visible presence 

Increased religious heterogeneity is a hallmark of today's globalised world, and Ireland is 
no exception to this phenomenon. The Irish state is witnessing a rapidly growing 'melting 
pot' of religious diversity, mostly transnational in character, with Islam in particular 
representing the fastest growing religious minority. In this paper I will present some 
tentative findings from my research on Islam in Ireland, specifically focusing upon the 
question of its acceptance by the Irish state within a greatly altered religious 
environment. Since 9/11 in particular, many Western societies have witnessed an increase 
in issues relating to the public practice of Islam which have manifested themselves in 
various ways. Such situations, prima facia, do not appear to be occurring in Ireland, and 
provisional findings from my research suggest that state reactions, whilst mixed, are 
generally more favourable than has been witnessed elsewhere in Western states. These 
findings raise questions about the nature of the Irish approach to accommodating the 
religious practices of new faith communities, and also raise questions relating to what is 
informing decisions being reached by the Irish state in the context of an ever changing 
religious landscape. 

 

Dermody, Marike, Maureen Lyons and Emer Smyth 

Ways and understandings of belonging: how Muslim parents and children negotiate the 
primary educational sector in Ireland’? 

Irish society has become more diverse in recent years with immigration from culturally 
very diverse countries. Many of the recent arrivals from Muslim countries have school-age 
children and therefore decisions about primary education are an important concern for 
these parents. At present, there are approximately 4,500 Muslim children attending 
primary schools in Ireland. While just less than 10 per cent attend one of the 2 state-
funded (Dublin-based) Muslim primary schools, the vast majority attend their local, 
majority Catholic, national schools. The debates about patronage at primary schools have 
intensified, resulting in the establishment of the Forum on Patronage and Pluralism in the 
primary sector. The Islamic Foundation of Ireland has been part of the debate with many 
parents of Muslim children expressing a desire for schools to facilitate daily prayer as well 
as flexibility around religious holidays. This paper will drawn on an in-depth, five-country 
comparative study focused on the formation of religious and/or secular beliefs across 
school and family, specifically to reveal how Muslim parents manage their children’s 
religious education in a majority Catholic Irish context. The findings highlight the beliefs 
and practices of the group of Muslim parents and children in our Irish study. In addition to 
the very important impact of parental beliefs and practices, the findings reveal the very 
active role that the children themselves play in their own religious education as well as 
the particular importance they attribute to the minority or majority religious identity in 
the school setting. 

 
Duggan, Colin 

The Theosophical Society and Politics 

The Theosophical Society and its members has had an ambiguous relationship with 
politics and political action since its foundation in 1875. The society’s leaders strived to 
separate the actions of themselves and other members from the supposedly apolitical 
body to which they belonged. This paper will explore the politicisation of Theosophy and 
highlight the important moments and debates in this process. Special attention will be 
given to the role played by Annie Besant and the formation of the Theosophical Order of 
Service in the society’s political history. The importance of the society’s ‘objects’ and their 
interpretations will also be examined with a particular focus on what would come to be 
the first object of the society, Universal Brotherhood. This paper will show that 
Theosophical ideas were deployed for political ends and used to legitimise the actions and 
inactions of society members. This contribution to the panel will serve as an introduction 
to the topic and anticipates the more in depth treatment of James and Margaret Cousins 
that will follow. 
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Feraro, Shai  

Presentation title: The Priestess, the Witch, and the Women's Movement: American 
feminist influences on Women and Gender issues in British Paganism, c. 1970 – c.1990 

'Contemporary Paganism' is an umbrella-term used for describing modern attempts in the 
West for reviving various ethnic and magical traditions, mainly those of the pre-Christian 
European world. As a relatively-new world religion, Contemporary Paganism draws 
heavily on a variety of much older sources of the Western Esoteric tradition such as the 
Hermetic tradition of the European Renaissance, the Romantic Movement of 19th Britain, 
etc. Its more immediate origins can be found in late-1940s and early-1950s, when a 
retired civil servant named Gerald Gardner begun to publicize his religion of pagan 
witchcraft – Wicca. By the mid-1960s Wicca had 'immigrated' to America through the 
work of Raymond Buckland, an initiate of Gardner. It was during the 1960s-1970s – as 
America was developing into the new center for Pagan thought and activity – that the 
religion of Wicca came under the influence of "Second-Wave" Radical and Cultural 
Feminism(s) and the American Feminist Spirituality movement. In this paper – based on 
my ongoing PhD research – I will claim that these brands of feminist thought served as a 
crucial (but largely overlooked) factor in the development of British Paganism's ideology 
and in the gender relations which existed between its adherents during the scope of my 
research. 

 

Ganiel, Gladys and Gerardo Marti 

Northern Ireland, America and the Emerging Church Movement: Exploring the Significance 
of Peter Rollins and the Ikon Collective 

The Emerging Church Movement (ECM) is a growing phenomenon in Western Christianity 
that takes on diverse forms, including pub churches and arts collectives. In this paper, we 
explore the unique influence of Belfast-born philosopher Peter Rollins and Belfast’s Ikon 
collective (of which Rollins is a founder) on the transnational ECM. Since 2006 Rollins has 
published five books of popular ‘pyro-theology’ – three since his move to the US. We 
analyse Rollins’ Continental Philosophy underpins a profound reworking of theological 
questions including what is the church (ecclesiology), what it means to be human 
(anthropology), and how life is to be lived (ethics). We argue that Ikon’s ‘transformance 
art’ provides a liturgical ‘safe space’ for explorations of these questions. We conclude that 
Northern Ireland’s edgy, violent context – and religion’s perceived role in its conflict – has 
in important ways made Rollins and Ikon amongst the boldest and most provocative 
expressions of the ECM. This has pushed them further than most of their North American 

counterparts in their advocacy of a ‘religionless Christianity.’ Rollins and Ikon thus provide 
key insights on the possible future directions and limitations of the ECM – subjects 
explored in our forthcoming book, The Deconstructed Church (Oxford, 2013). 

 

Guillaume-Pey, Cécile 

Erecting bodies of stone and meeting growling deities: Inventing and experiencing 
landscapes among the Sora 

This paper explores the complex relations between environment and religious pantheon 
among the Sora, a tribal group inhabiting a hilly area in the central-eastern India. It 
examines in particular how the villagers perceive and appropriate their surroundings by 
engaging various kinds of relations through rituals or narratives with deities and 
ancestors. The Sora distinguish different types of spaces around their village according to 
the method of production which prevails: shifting cultivation, rice production, animal 
farming, hunting, etc. A specific complex of chthonic deities is linked to these different 
places. Considered as powerful landlords, these local gods are worshipped during the 
various rituals linked to production activities. They can also be experienced by villagers in 
extra-ritual contexts such as frightening visions that later become narratives. The territory 
inhabited by the Sora is furthermore saturated with the presence of the dead. In South 
Asia, as emphasised by C. P. Zoller et E. Schömbûcher (1999), the interactions between 
the living and the dead “are not only ordered by an abstract principle of this world and 
the other, but are frequently integrated into concrete landscapes”. Among the Sora, the 
location of the various places haunted by the dead – hills, caves, ponds, burning grounds, 
circles of stones – and the way they are anchored in, are directly associated with the 
successive steps corresponding to their post-mortem destiny. 

Guzy, Lidia 

The region of the “Deer swallowed up by a Cobra” – Mythological concepts of Bora 
Sambar region of Western Odisha (India)  
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Hawley, Adrienne B. 

Shaping Discourses of Academia: Academic Capital and the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS or Mormon) has, in its relatively short 
span of existence, utilised educational institutions in order to shape discourse about their 
organisation and to increase what Pierre Bourdieu labelled as educational (academic) 
capital. In the early days of the church, education occurred solely internally within 
Mormon communities, a necessity due their ostracisation from secular American society. 
Today, only remnants of this private educational system remain as Mormon schools have 
been incorporated into mainstream society. This paper explores how Mormon 
educational institutions in the United States have accrued vast quantities of academic 
capital and how this has in turn been converted into cultural and economic capital. The 
ways in which academic discourses propagated by the Mormon Church have played a 
pivotal role in changing perceptions of the group, particularly in counteracting and in 
overcoming their ‘othered’ status in the United States, are also addressed. 

 
Macourt, Malcolm  

The Church of Ireland and years of change in Irish (Roman) Catholicism: what can the 
Census of Population tell us? 

Using the Census of Population as the primary data source, this paper uses data on the 
Church of Ireland to explore the impact (if any) of changes in allegiance to Catholicism on 
the second largest Christian grouping in the Republic.   

While noting immigration since the mid-1990s, the paper focuses on changes in: 

-         demography,  

-         employment,  

-         location  and  

-         occupancy  

of those recorded as Church of Ireland. Is the Church of Ireland (no longer?) a high class, 
large-scale farmer, home-owning group or has it developed into being (simply?) an 
ordinary part of Irish society.   Changes in Catholicism include long-term reduction in mass 
attendance, and the impact of the effective revocation of Ne Temere and increased use of 

contraception are noted on the Church of Ireland. Difficulties in data on religion - 
collected in successive censuses – are considered and reflections offered on their impact 
on the study of changes to religious organisations.  

 
Lynch, Sinead 

The Heritage of Interfaith in Ireland: Towards an Expansive Dialogue 

This paper sets out to access the parameters of the religious landscape of Dublin City as a 
site for interfaith activity. There has been little documentation of the history of interfaith 
in Ireland and in particular of the relationships between the various religions that have 
emerged in Ireland’s changing ethnic and cultural demographic over the last fifteen years.  
Using participatory action research methods, I investigate the implications of interfaith 
engagement for the members of the Dublin City Interfaith Forum within the rapidly 
evolving religious landscape of Dublin city. I show that an awareness of the historical 
sequencing of dialogue between religions that has taken place in Ireland is integral to 
understanding our current positioning towards each other. The development interfaith 
dialogue from ecumenism, to Christian-Jewish dialogue and on to Abrahamic trialogue has 
created a narrative that is currently being redefined as religions such as Sikhism, 
Hinduism, Baha’i and Buddhism enter the dialogue. I demonstrate that the dominant 
position of both Christianity and theology have thus far normalised the field of interfaith 
in Ireland and call for a broadening of these parameters towards creating a more inclusive 
and enriched dialogue between religions of Ireland in the twenty first century. 

 

McNamara, Brendan 

Wellesley Tudor Pole and the Glastonbury Phenomenon : The ‘Celtic’ Dimension of Pre-
First World War Religious Discourse in Britain 

Individuals journeying outside of mainstream Christianity at the turn of the twentieth 
century in Britain were interconnected and known to each other. There was an easy 
mobility across organisations and ideas, whether liberal Christian positions or 
congregations, esoteric or spiritualist interests, ‘Eastern’ oriented philosophies such as 
Theosophy, social causes as in the suffragist movement and groups directly associated 
with religious reformers visiting Britain from Asia. A ‘Celtic’ network, as represented by 
the activities of Wellesley Tudor Pole (1884-1968) and others, took a full part in this 
vibrant discourse arguing that a pre-Christian culture had existed in Ireland which had 
extended itself to Glastonbury and Iona, and which was the repository of an authentic 
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Western mystical tradition, “the true roots of spiritual life in the West”. My paper 
explores various aspects of this ‘Celtic’ dimension as part of a broader discourse on 
religion outside of mainstream Christianity at this time, and as response to the Protestant 
ferment commonly referred to as ‘the Victorian crisis of faith’. 

 
Nielsen, Kristen L. 

Which Promised Land?: Connections Between Evangelical Women in the United States and 
Northern Ireland 

The evangelical subculture within Protestantism is vibrant in the United States and United 
Kingdom alike. While much of the material for the subculture (books, music, Sunday 
School curriculum) is produced in the United States it is not consumed exclusively there. 
The evangelicals of Northern Ireland, for instance, notoriously engage with American 
material. The topic of women’s relationship with the Church power structure is both a 
perpetual and current concern, but largely written about from an American perspective. 
How does this conversation translate to the NI context? This presentation will examine 
the connections between the two countries and the women in their evangelical 
Protestant subcultures, demonstrating an increasing engagement on ‘morality’ issues 
such as abortion or homosexuality and language of ‘Christian Nation’ in both the United 
States and Northern Ireland. 

 

O'Mahony, Eoin 

Problems with lines: a geo-theology of Catholic parish maps 

This paper is concerned with a project to digitise Catholic parishes, carried out by UCC, 
NUIM and the Irish Bishops' Conference since 2008. The project faces significant technical 
challenges: scanning, geo-referencing and tidying up these representations of a Catholic 
Ireland in retreat is a time-consuming process. In five years, the project has been working 
through these challenges. The institutional Catholic Church insists that no square 
kilometre can exist outside of a parish. This carries with it a number of assumptions about 
local politics as well as the Church's mission, but also creates difficulties for representing 
parishes that are not based on territory, for example the Parish of the Travelling People. 

This paper presents an overview of the digitising project. While it outlines some of the 
technical challenges, it also reflects on the broader epistemological issues raised by the 
process. Making these maps is not only a question of drawing lines but about people's 

understanding of their locality, often more oral than cartographic. What kinds of religious 
attachments arise when the parish, central to the Irish Catholic experience, is not 
territorial?  

Pisani, Rachelann 

James and Margaret Cousins: Theosophy and Identity in Colonial India 

James and Margaret Cousins are representatives of a spiritual and political exchange that 
complicates how a historian approaches them. The Cousins can be interpreted as colonial 
tools working under the agenda of Besant's Theosophists in India. However, 
they were also complex characters in their own right, who struggled and worked toward 
Indian and Irish freedom within a colonial structure while also striving to decolonize 
themselves. The Cousins' internal struggle to decolonize themselves was expressed 
through Theosophy and their actions in India. The paper argues that Margaret Cousins in 
particular saw her experience in India as divinely mandated and a divinely sanctioned 
continuation of her work in Ireland. Her work towards women’s liberation was for her an 
essential spiritual struggle. Her writing is marked by a genuine belief in the connectedness 
of humankind and the valuable quality of all peoples and she seems to have had very little 
political goals of her own. Her commitment to spirituality makes her career of particular 
interest if we want to understand the importance of the religious within the political. 
Margaret Cousins’ Irishness, I will suggest, contributed to her conversion to Theosophy. 
Theosophy became a way for her to fight colonization without embracing Catholicism as 
the traditionally accepted religion of emancipation for Irish people. I suggest that 
Theosophy became her genuine expression of decolonial politics and feminist activism in 
both Ireland and India. 

 
 
Russell, Martin 

Implications of Religious Reductionism: Irish-America and Diaspora Religion in the 
Northern Ireland Conflict, 1968-1981 

The negotiation of diaspora religion is a complex process driven by the apparent 
collapsing of time and space. This paper will assess how diaspora religion offered a 
problematic dimension to diasporic engagement during the early stages of the Northern 
Ireland conflict. Developed through a theoretical consideration of a fundamental diasporic 
endeavour, reductionism, the paper will contend that such irreversible reductionist 
tendencies produced regressive engagement between diaspora and homeland. By 
extending the discussion to the issue of definition, the paper will portray how these 
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complex processes help us to understand the inherent construction of diaspora identity 
through religion. Through this negotiation of difference, religious discourse will be 
redefined as a central component of diaspora studies.  

 
Scheid, Claire 

 
“When Cats Grow Horns”: Sacred Nationalism Among the Lepcha and the Lhopo in Sikkim, 
India 

 
This paper explores beliefs about “hidden lands” in Mt. Khangchendzonga among the 
Lepcha and the Lhopo, two groups indigenous to Sikkim, India.  The Lepcha practice a 
syncretic blend of traditional animism and Vajrayana Buddhism; the “unseen Mayel 
Lyang” is considered a “parallel world of perfection” hidden in the mountain.  “Mayel 
Lyang” is often described as a “homeland” that will open to preserve its people in a time 
of trouble, one where they will be reunited with their forefathers, the first of whom were 
born from Khangchendzonga’s virgin snow.  The Lhopo follow Vajrayana Buddhism yet 
decidedly within a Sikkimese context, incorporating Khangchendzonga as a protector 
deity.  Over the past decade, development initiatives have led to a restructuring of sacred 
landscape belief and site-specific myth, particularly in the case of the National Hydro-
Project Campaign.  This paper addresses the manner in which the sacred geography of 
Sikkim, both spiritual and physical, is being remapped by modernity, linking these 
concepts of unseen paradises to an internalized form of self-conscious sanctity that is 
ultimately integrated into Sikkimese nationalism.  The paper includes a discussion of 
Sikkimese sacred geography from a Vajrayana Buddhist textual perspective, offering an 
overview of a previously untranslated 14th century “sacred guidebook”. 

 
 
 
Scharbrodt, Oliver 
 
Faithful mouthpiece or intercultural communicator?: how to make a 10th century Shii text 
accessible to 21st century readers 

The translation of religious texts, interviews or any other written or oral material plays a 
central role in most research in the Study of Religions. Often seen as just preliminary to 
the actual analysis of the research data, it is either looked down as a necessary chore or 
undertaken without further reflection. While traditional approaches to translation have 
emphasised linguistic skills and accuracy the postmodern turn in the humanities has 
created an awareness of the politics of translation. The contested nature of translating 

appears central when it comes to religious texts: how to bridge the often immense 
historical , cultural and linguistic gaps between a text and intended audiences? How to 
deal with the diverse and contested reception history of these texts and with their status 
within religious communities?  

This conundrum will be addressed by looking at the example of a 10th century collection 
of Shii traditions. The Sufficient Guide to Religious Knowledge by al-Kulayni (d. 941) is the 
first major collection of traditions attributed to the Shii Imams, the spiritual leaders of Shii 
Islam from among the descendants of the Prophet Muhammad. The paper will introduce 
the text and its status and discuss issues and challenges in translating such a text, thereby 
raising salient methodological points that are relevant to the Study of Religions generally. 

 
Shanneik, Yafa and Karl Kitching 

 
Catholic Childhoods in Ireland: A Case Study of First Holy Communion 

Despite of the decline of the Catholic Church’s socio-moral authority in Irish society in 
recent decades, the majority of Catholic parents in Ireland still decide that their children 
participate in the central Catholic rite of passage of First Holy Communion. The persistent 
demand of parents that their children ‘make Communion’ is used by schools under 
Catholic patronage to demonstrate that they play an important public role in 
contemporary Ireland. However, knowledge on how children, parents and teachers 
experience the ritual, what significance and meanings they attach to it and what socio-
cultural role it plays for them has been anecdotal so far. 

This paper provides an initial analysis of the Irish Research Council Collaborative Scholars 
2012-13 Project Making Communion: Disappearing and Emerging Forms of Childhood in 
Ireland. An overview of the case study data (child-level research activities, parent, teacher 
and other community member focus groups and individual oral histories) in three school 
localities is provided. These case studies demonstrate the variety of meanings that 
children and adults ascribe to religious, spiritual, ethical, philosophical, socio-cultural and 
socio-political questions, and how these may be related or unrelated to the formal 
practice of making First Holy Communion. 
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Sirisena, Mihirini and Laurence Cox 
 
What Buddhism? Whose Buddhism? John Bowles Daly, Mahinda College and the Buddhist 
Theosophical Society 

This paper explores the changing meanings and politics of Buddhism in the life of the Irish 
missionary, writer, spiritualist and theosophist John Bowles Daly. Following Col. Olcott, a 
number of western members of the largely Sri Lankan Buddhist Theosophical Society 
“took pansil” (went for refuge) in a formal conversion ceremony to Theravada Buddhism. 
Daly’s engagement with Sri Lankan Buddhism began with his work as Olcott’s 
collaborator, followed by a period as principal of Mahinda College in Galle, which 
pioneered modern Buddhist education in opposition both to Christian missionary schools 
and traditional monastic education, and had several BTS members as principals in quick 
succession; and work for the colonial administration as commissioner researching the 
politics of secularising monastic landholdings in a report which influenced Max Weber’s 
interpretation of Buddhism. Drawing on new research, the paper explores the split 
between the largely white Theosophical Society and the largely Sinhala Buddhist 
Theosophical Society; it explores the meaning of taking pansil in the wider context of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century western Buddhism in Asia; it discusses the 
specifics of the Irish / Sinhala colonial encounter and the use of analogies between the 
two situations. In particular, it discusses the politics of the modern-but-Buddhist 
education pioneered by the BTS, the role of western BTS converts in this process, and the 
particular difficulties of Mahinda College and why so many leading BTS figures acted as 
principal for such short periods. The paper asks why contemporary accounts of Mahinda, 
now a leading school, have so little to say about this period. Finally, the paper relates 
Daly’s activities with the BTS to his subsequent role as government commissioner and the 
politics of appealing to the colonial state on behalf of strategies aimed at modernising 
economy and education “from above”, in a period where – in Ireland as in Ceylon – mass 
nationalist movements were increasingly developing anti-colonial versions of these 
strategies. 

 
 
Uberoi, Rebecca 
 
Dancing Like David: Scripture and Culture in a Yoruba Pentecostal Church in Dublin. 
 
The last two decades have seen an increase in African immigrants arriving in Ireland. 
Rather than inserting themselves into Irish churches, African Christians are establishing 
their own. Having interacted with the gospel brought to them by European and North 
American missionaries, Africans have developed unique expressions of Christianity which 

are now being brought to Ireland. In this paper, based on fieldwork carried out in a 
Yoruba congregation in Dublin, I will highlight specific examples of the way in which 
Yoruba Pentecostals draw on Scripture from their own cultural perspective to address 
their particular beliefs, preferences and needs. The aligning of Yoruba culture and 
Scripture informs the discourse of “reverse mission”, or the re-evangelisation of Ireland; 
seeing in themselves, and the way in which they practice Christianity, aspects that appear 
to be missing from Irish Christianity, Yoruba Christians hope to have a positive influence 
on the Irish church and nation. 

 
 
Wooding, Jonathan  
 
Modern Church Dedications to St Brendan in North America and other areas of Irish 
Settlement 
 
St Brendan is one of the ethnically Irish saints most commonly culted in the Irish 
‘diaspora’ and in areas served by missions of Irish origin and/or personnel. This paper 
presents the preliminary results of a research exercise which sought to identify causes of 
dedication of churches to St Brendan world-wide between 1800 and the present day.  
From the over 128 churches identified (100 outside Ireland, of which 51 in USA alone), the 
causes thus far identified range across simple cultural affiliation to quite personal, even 
eccentric, reasons for selection. The influence of narrative myths, in particular ‘received’ 
interpretations, emerged as significant. 
The comparison of this range of causes provides some insights into cultural and religious 
identity in the Irish diaspora, as well as acting as a control on some assumptions 
concerning medieval and early modern processes of dedication to saints. 

 
 
 


